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S.B. 460

SENATE BILL NO. 460—-COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

MARCH 23, 2015

Referred to Committee on Education

SUMMARY —Revises provisions related to the statewide system of
accountability for public schools. (BDR 34-1108)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact.
Effect on the State: Yes.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets foritted-material} is materia to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to education; providing an aternative
performance framework to evaluate certain schools which
serve certain populations; providing the manner in which
a school may apply to be rated using the alternative
performance framework; revising provisions relating to
the revocation or termination of written charters or charter
contracts; prohibiting the Department of Education from
considering a school’s annua rating pursuant to the
statewide system of accountability based upon the
performance of a school for the 2014-2015 school year
when imposing conseguences on public schools;, and
providing other matters properly relating thereto.

L egislative Counsel’s Digest:

The federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires each state to have a
single, statewide system of accountability applicable to al pupils. (20 U.S.C. 88§
6301 et seq.) In 2011, the United States Department of Education made it possible
for states to apply to the Department for a waiver of some of the provisions of the
Act. In August 2012, the Nevada Department of Education received approval from
the United States Department of Education to implement an accountability system
for public schools that allows for a waiver from some of the specific provisions of
the Act. This approval is conditioned on the Nevada Department of Education
tracking the performance of pupils in public schools, including measuring,
reporting and supporting the achievement of pupils. Since the approva of the
waiver, the Nevada Department of Education has developed the Nevada School
Performance Framework for the statewide system of accountability for public
schoals. (NRS 385.347)

Existing law requires the statewide system of accountability to: (1) include a
method to rate each public school; (2) include a method to implement
consequences, rewards and supports for public schools based upon the ratings; and
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(3) establish annual measurable objectives and performance targets for public
schools. (NRS 385.3594) Section 2 of this bill requires the State Board of
Education to adopt regulations that prescribe: (1) an aternative performance
framework to evaluate certain schools which serve certain populations; and (2) the
manner in which such schools will be included in the statewide system of
accountability.

Section 3 of this bill requires a public schoal, including, without limitation, a
charter school, that wishes to be rated using the aternative performance framework
prescribed by the State Board to request the board of trustees of the school district
or sponsor of the charter school, as applicable, to apply to the State Board on behalf
of the school for approval to be rated using the alternative performance framework.
If approved, section 3 provides that the board of trustees of the school district or
the sponsor of a charter school, as applicable, must apply to the State Board on
behalf of the school to be rated using the alternative performance framework.
Section 3 also prescribes eligibility requirements for a school to be rated using the
aternative performance framework.

Existing law requires the sponsor of a charter school to revoke the written
charter or terminate the charter contract of a charter school if the charter school
receives three consecutive annual ratings established as the lowest rating possible
indicating underperformance of a public school, as determined by the Department
of Education pursuant to the statewide system of accountability for public schools.
(NRS 386.5351) Section 4 of this bill instead requires the sponsor of a charter
school to revoke the written charter or terminate or not renew the charter contract
of acharter school if the charter school receives an annual rating established as the
lowest possible rating indicating underperformance for any 3 years of the 6-year
term of a charter contract unless the sponsor of a charter school determines to take
other action. Section 4 authorizes the sponsor of a charter school to determine not
to revoke the written charter or terminate the charter contract of a charter school if
the charter school has demonstrated continued improvement in meeting annual
performance goals. If the sponsor of a charter school makes such a determination,
section 4 authorizes the sponsor to take certain actions. Section 4 also: (1)
authorizes a charter school that receives an annual rating established as the lowest
rating possible indicating the underperformance of a public school to request
assistance from the sponsor of the charter school in improving performance
reported in the annua rating; and (2) requires the sponsor of a charter school to
provide assistance to improve performance at the school upon receipt of such a
request.

Section 5 of this bill prohibits the Department from considering a school’s
annual rating pursuant to the statewide system of accountability based upon the
performance of a school for the 2014-2015 school year.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 385 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 and 3 of this act.

Sec. 2. 1. The State Board shall adopt regulations that
prescribe an alternative performance framework to evaluate
public schools that are approved pursuant to section 3 of this act.
Such regulations must include, without limitation, an alternative
manner in which to evaluate such a school and the manner in
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which the school will be included within the statewide system of
accountability set forth in NRS 385.3455 to 385.3891, inclusive.

2. The regulations adopted pursuant to subsection 1 must
also set forth the manner in which:

(@) The progress of pupils enrolled in a public school for
which an alternative performance framework has been approved
pursuant to section 3 of this act will be accounted for within the
statewide system of accountability; and

(b) To report the results of pupils enrolled in such a public
school on the examinations administered pursuant to NRS
389.550 and, if applicable for the grade levels of the pupils
enrolled, the examinations administered pursuant to NRS 389.805
and the college and career readiness assessment administered
pursuant to NRS 389.807.

Sec. 3. 1. A public schooal, including, without limitation, a
charter school, that wishes to be rated using the alternative
performance framework prescribed by the State Board pursuant to
section 2 of this act must request the board of trustees of the
school district or sponsor of the charter school, as applicable, to
apply to the State Board on behalf of the school for approval to be
rated using the alter native performance framework.

2. The board of trustees of a school district or the sponsor of
a charter school, as applicable, may apply to the State Board on
behalf of a school for the school to be rated using the alternative
performance framework by submitting a form prescribed by the
Department.

3. A school is eligible to be rated using the alternative
performance framework if at least 75 percent of the pupils
enrolled at the school:

(a) Have been expelled or suspended from a public schooal,
including, without limitation a charter schoal;

(b) Have been deemed to be a habitual disciplinary problem
pursuant to NRS 392.4655;

(c) Havearecord of behavioral issues;

(d) Areacademically disadvantaged;

(e) Have been adjudicated delinquent; or

(f) Have been adjudicated to be in need of supervision for a
reason set forth in NRS 62B.320.

4. A public school that does not meet the requirements of
subsection 3 may seek to be rated using the alternative
performance framework by demonstrating a legitimate reason to
support using the alternative performance framework which may
be granted in the discretion of the Department.

5. As used in this section, “academically disadvantaged”
includes, without limitation, being retained in the same grade level
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two or more times or having a deficiency in the credits required to
graduate on time.

Sec. 4. NRS 386.5351 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.5351 1. [Fhel Except as otherwise provided in
subsection 2, the sponsor of a charter school shall revoke the
written charter or terminate or not renew the charter contract of the
charter school if the charter school receives [three-consecutivel an
annual fratingst rating established as the lowest rating possible
indicating underperformance of a public school, as determined by
the Department pursuant to the statewide system of accountability
for public schools [} , for any 3 years of the 6-year term of a
charter contract. A charter school’s annual rating pursuant to the
statewide system of accountability based upon the performance of
the charter school for any school year before the {2013-2014} 2014-
2015 school year must not be included in the count of consecutive
annual ratings for the purposes of this subsection.

2. Following a public hearing, the sponsor of a charter
school may determine not to take any of the actions in subsection
1 if the charter school has demonstrated continued improvement
in meeting the annual performance goals established pursuant to
NRS 386.528. If the sponsor makes such a determination, the
sponsor may take any of the following actions:

(a) Extend the period for determining the performance of the
charter school;

(b) Establish or continue, as applicable, a plan to improve
pupil achievement and school performance which includes
reviewing and revising the existing governing structure of the
school as necessary to carry out the plan; or

(c) Make any changes to the charter contract as needed to
ensure measurable performance.

3. If acharter school receives an annual rating established as
the lowest rating possible indicating underperformance of a public
school, as determined by the Department pursuant to the statewide
system of accountability for public schools, the charter school may
request assistance from the sponsor of the charter school. Upon
receipt of such a request, the sponsor of the charter school shall
take actions to provide assistance to the charter school to improve
performance at the school.

4. If a written charter is revoked or a charter contract is
terminated pursuant to subsection 1, the sponsor of the charter
school shall submit a written report to the Department and the
governing body of the charter school setting forth the reasons for the
termination not later than 10 days after revoking the written charter
or terminating the charter contract.
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3} 5. The provisions of NRS 386.535 do not apply to the
revocation of a written charter or termination of a charter contract
pursuant to this section.

Sec. 5. The Department shall not consider a school’s annual
rating pursuant to the statewide system of accountability based upon
the performance of a school for the 2014-2015 school year. The
Department may consider a school’s annual rating pursuant to the
statewide system of accountability based on the performance of a
school for any school year before the 2014-2015 school year and
any school year after the 2014-2015 school year.

Sec. 6. Thisact becomes effective on July 1, 2015.
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S.B. 509

SENATE BILL NO. 509-COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

MARCH 23, 2015

Referred to Committee on Education

SUMMARY—Makes various changes to provisions governing
charter schools. (BDR 34-1090)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State: Yes.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets foritted-material} is materia to be omitted.

AN ACT relating to education; revising provisions relating to the
employees and duties of the State Public Charter School
Authority; authorizing and requiring certain sponsors of
charter schools to make certain agreements with the
Authority and other sponsors of charter schools; revising
provisions governing applications to form a charter
school; revising provisions governing amendments to a
written charter or charter contract; authorizing the
consolidation of the operations of multiple charter schools
under certain circumstances, revising the circumstances
under which the sponsor of a charter school is authorized
or required to revoke a written charter or terminate a
charter contract; authorizing a sponsor to reconstitute the
governing body of a charter school in such circumstances;
authorizing the sponsor of a charter school whose written
charter has been revoked or whose charter contract has
been terminated to take certain measures to attempt to
replace the charter school; revising certain other
provisions governing the operation of a charter schooal;
authorizing a charter school to receive certain money; and
providing other matters properly relating thereto.

Legisative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law establishes the State Public Charter School Authority, requires the
Authority to appoint a Director and authorizes the Authority to sponsor charter
schools. (NRS 386.490-386.515) Sections 10, 12-14 and 18 of this bill change the
title of the Director of the Authority to “Executive Director,” and section 13
authorizes the Executive Director to pursue other businesses and hold other offices

* *
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with the approval of the Authority. Section 11 of this bill requires the Authority to
consist of persons who are experts on authorizing, developing and operating charter
schools. Sections 15 and 16 of this bill revise provisions governing the staff of the
Authority. Sections 32 and 33 of this hill require the Authority to adopt regulations
that prescribe: (1) the process to apply to the Authority to form a charter school,
renew a charter contract or amend a written charter or charter contract; (2) the
contents of such applications; and (3) the procedure by which such applications will
be evaluated. Sections 35, 45 and 46 of this bill revise certain other duties of the
Authority.

In addition to the Authority, existing law also authorizes the board of trustees
of a school district or a college or university within the Nevada System of Higher
Education to sponsor a charter school with the approval of the Department of
Education. (NRS 386.515) Sections 17, 19 and 20 of this bill provide for a board
of trustees of a school district or college or university within the System that
sponsors a charter school to enter into certain agreements with the Authority.
Sections 19 and 20 also revise the duties of the sponsor of a charter school,
including the requirements of the policies and practices that a sponsor is required to
adopt.

Existing law requires an application to form a charter school to be submitted by
a committee to form a charter school. (NRS 386.520, 386.525) Sections 21 and 22
of this bill authorize a charter management organization to apply to form a charter
school. Section 2 of this bill defines the term “charter management organization” to
mean a nonprofit organization that operates multiple charter schools. Section 21
aso revises the required contents of an application to form a charter school.
Section 22 revises the manner in which a sponsor is authorized to solicit and
review applications to form a charter school.

Existing law authorizes the sponsor of a charter school to amend a written
charter or charter contract upon the request of the governing body of a charter
school. (NRS 386.527) Sections 4 and 53 of this bill require the sponsor of a
charter school to hold a public hearing concerning requests to amend a written
charter or charter contract to: (1) expand the grade levels served by the charter
school; (2) significantly increase or decrease enrollment; (3) acquire additional
facilities to expand the enrollment of the charter school; or (4) consolidate the
operations of multiple charter schools. Such an amendment may not be made unless
approved by the governing board of the sponsor. Sections 5 and 54 of this hill
prescribe the circumstances under which the operations of multiple charter schools
can be consolidated.

For any charter school approved before June 11, 2013, existing law requires the
sponsor of the charter school to grant a written charter to the governing body. For
any charter school approved on or after that date, existing law requires the sponsor
to enter into a charter contract with the governing body. Because all written
charters and charter contracts must be for terms of 6 years, all written charters will
expire by June 11, 2019. (NRS 386.527) Sections 23 and 24 of this bill authorize a
sponsor to require, as a condition of granting a request for an amendment, the
replacement of awritten charter with a charter contract for the period during which
written charters may still be effective.

Existing law requires each charter contract to include a performance framework
for the charter school. (NRS 386.528) Section 25 of this bill: (1) requires each
sponsor to adopt a performance framework and incorporate it in the charter
contract; and (2) allows a sponsor to aggregate and disaggregate data for reporting
and accountability purposes. Section 26 of this bill revises the contents of an
annual report submitted by a sponsor to a governing body.

Existing law authorizes a sponsor to revoke a written charter or terminate a
charter contract under certain conditions and requires a sponsor to take such action
if the charter school demonstrates persistent underachievement. (NRS 386.535,
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386.5351) Sections 5 and 27-29 of this bill: (1) authorize a sponsor to reconstitute
the governing body of a charter school in such situations; and (2) revise the
conditions under which such action is authorized or required. Sections 6, 30 and 31
of this bill authorize the sponsor of a charter school whose written charter has been
revoked or whose charter contract has been terminated to recruit a governing body
of another charter school to replace the closed charter school with another campus
of the other charter school. Sections 6 and 55 of this bill require a pupil who
attended a charter school whose written charter has been revoked or whose charter
contract has been terminated to be given priority in admission to the replacement
charter school under such circumstances. Sections 6 and 56 provide that: (1) if the
governing body of a charter school is reconstituted, the new governing body may
terminate the employment of any employees of the charter school; and (2) if a
written charter is revoked or a charter contract is terminated and a charter school is
replaced, the governing body of the replacement charter school is not required to
employ any employee of the previous charter school. Sections 52 and 53 of this
bill exclude the rights of a governing body to terminate the employment of or
refuse to reemploy employees at such schools from the scope of collective
bargaining.

Sections 34 and 39 of this bill revise requirements concerning services,
including transportation, provided by the board of trustees of a school district to
pupils at a charter school.

Existing law: (1) prohibits a person who has been convicted of a felony relating
to serving on the governing body of a charter school or any offense involving moral
turpitude from serving on the governing body of a charter school; and (2) requires a
member of a governing body to read and understand certain materias. (NRS
386.549) Section 8 of this hill requires a newly appointed member of a governing
body to undergo a criminal background check. Sections 36 and 37 of this hill
require a member of a governing body to receive training under certain
circumstances.

Sections 40 and 41 of this bill prohibit a contract between a governing body
and a person who assists with the operation, management and provision of
educational services at a charter school from containing certain provisions. Section
45 of this bill authorizes a charter school to use higher standards for graduation
than those required by the State or a school district in which the charter school is
located. Section 46 of this bill requires a charter school to notify the parent of a
pupil who is under the age of 18 years before the pupil is suspended or expelled.
Section 47 of this bill requires every teacher at a charter school, except for a
vocational charter school, to possess certain qualifications, and section 51 of this
bill makes a conforming change. Section 48 of this hill requires the Commission on
Educational Technology to consider plans adopted by charter schools for the use of
educational technology when establishing the plan for the use of educationa
technology in the public schools of this State. Sections 49 and 50 of this bill
authorize a charter school to receive money from the Trust Fund for Educational
Technology.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 386 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of this
act.

Sec. 2. “Charter management organization” means a
nonprofit organization that holds a written charter, charter
contract or other equivalent agreement to operate more than one
charter school in this State or another state.

Sec. 3. “Educational management organization” means a
for-profit corporation, business, organization or other entity that
provides services relating to the operation and management of
charter schools and achievement charter schools.

Sec. 4. 1. The State Public Charter School Authority, the
board of trustees of the school district or a college or university
within the Nevada System of Higher Education, as applicable,
which sponsors a charter school must hold a public hearing
concerning any request to amend a written charter or a charter
contract of the charter schooal it sponsorsfor the purpose of:

(a) Expanding the charter school to offer instruction in grade
levels for which the charter school does not already offer
instruction.

(b) Increasing the total enrollment of a charter school or the
enrollment of pupils in a particular grade level in the charter
school for a school year to more than 120 percent of the
enrollment prescribed in the written charter or charter contract
for that school year.

(c) Reducing the total enrollment of a charter school or the
enrollment of pupils in a particular grade level in the charter
school for a school year to less than 80 percent of the enrollment
prescribed in the written charter or charter contract for that
school year.

(d) Acquiring an additional facility in any county of this State
to expand the enrollment of the charter school.

(e) Consolidating the operations of multiple charter schools
pursuant to section 5 of this act.

(f) Any other type of amendment for which a public hearing is
required by regulation of the State Board.

2. A written charter or charter contract may not be amended
in any manner described in subsection 1 unless the amendment is
approved by the State Public Charter School Authority, the board
of trustees of the school district or a college or university within
the Nevada System of Higher Education, as applicable.

* S B 50 9 %
13




OCO~NOOUPR_WNE

—-5-

3. The State Public Charter School Authority, the board of
trustees of the school district or a college or university within the
Nevada System of Higher Education, as applicable, must deny a
request to amend a written charter or charter contract in the
manner described in paragraphs (d) or (e) of subsection 1 if the
State Public Charter School Authority, the board of trustees or a
college or university within the Nevada System of Higher
Education, as applicable, determinesthat:

(&) The charter school is not meeting the requirements of the
performance framework concerning academics, finances or
operation established pursuant to NRS 386.528; or

(b) The governing body does not have a comprehensive and
feasible plan to operate additional facilities.

Sec. 5. The sponsor of a charter school may approve an
amendment to a written charter or a charter contract to
consolidate the operations of two or more charter schoolsif:

1. Thesponsor of a charter school for which a written charter
has been revoked or a charter contract has been terminated has
approved a request by the governing body of the charter school
requesting the amendment to negotiate with the owner, mortgagor
or lienholder of the facilities in which the charter school has been
operated for the purpose of operating an additional campus of the
other charter school pursuant to section 6 of this act. If charter
schools are consolidated under such conditions, the academic,
operational and fiscal performance of the charter school whose
written charter has been revoked or whose charter contract has
been terminated will not be attributed to the consolidated charter
school.

2. Two or more governing bodies submit a request for an
amendment to consolidate their charter contracts, governing
bodies and operations to form a single charter school operating
one or more campuses under a new charter contract. If charter
schools are consolidated under such conditions:

(&) The new charter contract will be in effect for the duration
of the term of the written charter or charter contract which was
closest to its date of expiration before consolidation; and

(b) The academic, operational and fiscal performances of all
charter schools that have been consolidated will be attributed to
the consolidated charter school.

Sec. 6. 1. |If the sponsor of a charter school reconstitutes
the governing body of a charter school pursuant to NRS 386.535
or 386.5351, the sponsor must appoint new members to the
governing body who meet the qualifications for membership set
forth in NRS 386.549. The sponsor may reappoint any member of
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the previous governing body. Before appointing new members to
the governing body, the sponsor must consider:

(& Input from members of the community in which the
charter school is located and parents of pupils who attend the
charter school.

(b) Any relevant credentials, experience or other qualifications
of a potential member, including, without limitation, whether the
potential member resides in the geographic area served by the
charter school or has experience in education.

2. If the sponsor of a charter school revokes a written charter
or terminates a charter contract pursuant to 386.535 or 386.5351,
the sponsor may:

(a) Petition the district court to appoint a receiver, to be paid
from the funds of the charter school, to oversee and manage the
charter school until other arrangements are made for pupils who
attend the school.

(b) Issuearequest for proposalsinviting the governing body of
another charter school to negotiate with the owner, mortgagor or
lienholder of the facilities in which the charter school operated for
the purpose of operating an additional campus of the other charter
school under the sponsorship of either the sponsor of the charter
school for which the written charter has been revoked or the
charter contract has been terminated or the sponsor of the charter
school that intends to operate an additional campus. If the
governing body proposes to operate an additional campus of the
other charter school under the sponsorship of:

(1) The sponsor of the charter school for which the written
charter has been revoked or the charter contract has been
terminated and the sponsor is not the sponsor of the charter
school currently operated by the governing body, the governing
body must, before the additional campus begins operating, also
submit to the sponsor of the charter school for which the written
charter has been revoked or the charter contract has been
terminated and receive approval for an application to form a
charter school pursuant to NRS 386.520.

(2) The sponsor of the charter school currently operated by
the governing body, the governing body must, before the
additional campus begins operating, also submit a request for and
receive approval of an amendment to its written charter or charter
contract to consolidate charter schools pursuant to NRS 386.527
and sections 4 and 5 of this act.

3. Before selecting a governing body to operate another
campus of an existing charter school to replace a charter school
whose written charter has been revoked or whose charter contract
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has been terminated pursuant to subsection 2, the sponsor must
consider:

(&) The performance record of the charter school in this State
and other states;

(b) The plan of the governing body for improving pupil
achievement and school performance;

(c) The suitability of the proposed academic program for
pupils who were enrolled in the charter school before the
revocation of the written charter or the termination of the charter
contract; and

(d) Input from members of the community in which the
charter school is located and parents who were enrolled in the
charter school before the revocation of the written charter or
the termination of the charter contract, including, without
limitation, the input described in subsection 4.

4. A sponsor that solicits proposals to operate an additional
campus of an existing charter school shall allow parents of pupils
who were enraolled in the charter school before the revocation of
the written charter or the termination of the charter contract to
interview governing bodies who submit proposals and, if three or
more proposals are submitted pursuant to paragraph (b) of
subsection 2, cast an advisory vote for the governing body they
would prefer be given the opportunity to operate the campus.

5. If a governing body is selected pursuant to this section to
operate another campus of an existing charter school to replace a
charter school whose written charter has been revoked or whose
charter contract has been terminated and any necessary
amendments or applications are approved, the charter school must
enroll pupils who were enrolled in the charter school whose
written charter was revoked or whose charter contract was
terminated before enrolling other pupils.

6. If the sponsor of a charter school reconstitutes the
governing body of a charter school, the new governing body may
terminate the employment of any teachers or other employees of
the charter school.

7. If the sponsor of a charter school selects a governing body
to operate another campus of an existing charter school to replace
a charter school whose written charter has been revoked or whose
charter contract has been terminated, the new governing body is
not required to offer employment to any teacher or other employee
of the charter school whose written charter has been revoked or
whose charter contract has been terminated.

Sec. 7. 1. Within 10 days after being appointed to the
governing body of a charter school, each member of a governing
body, except a licensed teacher or other person licensed by the
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Superintendent of Public Instruction, must, as a condition to
membership, submit to the governing body a complete set of the
member’s fingerprints and written permission authorizing the
governing body to forward the fingerprints to the Central
Repository for Nevada Records of Criminal History for its report
on the criminal history of the applicant and for submission to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation for its report on the criminal
history of the member.

2. If the reports on the criminal history of the member
indicate that the member has not been convicted of a felony or an
offense involving moral turpitude, the member may continue to
serve on the governing body.

3. If areport on the criminal history of a member indicates
that the member has been convicted of a felony or an offense
involving moral turpitude and the governing body of the charter
school does not disqualify the member from membership on the
basis of that report, the governing body shall, upon the written
authorization of the member, forward a copy of the report to the
sponsor of the charter school. If the member refuses to provide his
or her written authorization to forward a copy of the report
pursuant to this subsection, the governing body must remove the
member. The member shall not vote on any matter before the
governing body until the sponsor has made a determination
whether the member may continue to serve on the governing body
pursuant to subsection 5.

4. The sponsor of the charter school shall promptly review
the report to determine whether the conviction of the member is
related or unrelated to membership on the governing body of a
charter school. To remain a member of the governing body of the
charter school, the member shall, upon the reguest of the sponsor,
provide any further information that the sponsor determines is
necessary to make the determination. If the governing body of the
charter school desires the service of the member on the governing
body, the governing body shall, upon the request of the sponsor,
provide any further information that the sponsor determines is
necessary to make the determination. The sponsor shall provide
written notice of the determination to the member and to the
governing body of the charter school.

5. If the sponsor determines that the conviction of the
member is related to membership on the governing body of the
charter school, the governing body of the charter school must
remove the member. If the sponsor determines that the conviction
of the member is not related to the membership on the governing
body of the charter school, the member may continue to serve on

the governing body.
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Sec. 8. 1. In a county in which more than five charter
schools are located and the total number of pupils enrolled in the
charter schools exceeds 25 percent of the combined enrollment of
all public schooals, including, without limitation, charter schools,
the Department shall, in consultation with all sponsors of charter
schools in the county, determine whether holding a weighted
lottery for admission to charter schools would improve diversity in
charter schools that do not have a preference for at-risk pupils. If
the Department determines that a weighted lottery for admission to
charter schools would improve diversity in such charter schools,
the Department shall, to the extent authorized by federal law,
adopt regulations authorizing charter schools to establish a
weighted lottery.

2. In a county in which more than ten charter schools are
located and the total number of pupils enrolled in charter schools
exceeds 50 percent of the combined enrollment of all public
schools, including, without limitation, charter schools, the
Department shall, in consultation with all sponsors of charter
schoolsin the county:

(a) Adopt regulations establishing a uniform enrollment
calendar and process for enrolling pupils applicable to all charter
schoolsin the county. The regulations must establish a lottery for
admission to each charter school in the county. If a charter school
does not have a preference for at-risk pupils, the lottery must, to
the extent authorized by federal law, be a weighted lottery.

(b) Allow the board of trustees of the school district to provide
input regarding the enrollment calendar, processes for enrolling
pupils and lotteries established pursuant to paragraph (a).

Sec. 9. NRS 386.490 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.490 As used in NRS 386.490 to 386.649, inclusive, and
sections 2 to 8, inclusive of this act, the words and terms defined in
NRS 386.492 to 386.503, inclusive, and sections 2 and 3 of this act
have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections.

Sec. 10. NRS 386.495 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.495 [“Director} “Executive Director” means the
Executive Director of the State Public Charter School Authority
appointed pursuant to NRS 386.511.

Sec. 11. NRS 386.5095 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.5095 1. The State Public Charter School Authority
consists of seven members. The membership of the State Public
Charter School Authority consists of:

(& Two members appointed by the Governor in accordance with
subsection 2;

(b) Two members, who must not be Legislators, appointed by
the Mgjority Leader of the Senate in accordance with subsection 2;
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(c) Two members, who must not be Legidlators, appointed by
the Speaker of the Assembly in accordance with subsection 2; and

(d) One member appointed by the Charter School Association of
Nevada or its successor organization.

2. The Governor, the Mgjority Leader of the Senate and the
Speaker of the Assembly shall ensure that the membership of the
State Public Charter School Authority:

(& Includes persons with a demonstrated understanding of
charter schools and a commitment to using charter schools as a way
to strengthen public education in this State;

(b) Includes a parent or legal guardian of a pupil enrolled in a
charter school in this State;

(c) Includes persons with specific knowledge of:

(1) Issuesrelating to elementary and secondary education;

(2) School finance or accounting, or both;

(3) Management practices,

(4) Assessments required in elementary and secondary
education;

(5) Educational technology; and

(6) The laws and regulations applicable to charter schools;

(d) Insofar as practicable, reflects the ethnic and geographical
diversity of this State [} ; and

(e) Insofar as practicable, consists of persons who are experts
on best practices for authorizing charter schools and developing
and operating high-quality charter schools and charter
management organizations.

3. Each member of the State Public Charter School Authority
must be aresident of this State.

4. After theinitial terms, the term of each member of the State
Public Charter School Authority is 3 years, commencing on July 1
of the year in which he or she is appointed. A vacancy in the
membership of the State Public Charter School Authority must be
filled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the same manner as
the original appointment. A member shall continue to serve on the
State Public Charter School Authority until his or her successor is
appointed.

5. The members of the State Public Charter School Authority
shall select a Chair and Vice Chair from among its members. After
the initial selection of those officers, each of those officers holds the
position for a term of 2 years commencing on July 1 of each odd-
numbered year. If a vacancy occurs in the Chair or Vice Chair, the
vacancy must be filled in the same manner as the original selection
for the remainder of the unexpired term.
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6. Each member of the State Public Charter School Authority
is entitled to receive:

() For each day or portion of a day during which he or she
attends a meeting of the State Public Charter School Authority a
sdlary of not more than $80, as fixed by the State Public Charter
School Authority; and

(b) For each day or portion of a day during which he or she
attends a meeting of the State Public Charter School Authority or is
otherwise engaged in the business of the State Public Charter School
Authority the per diem allowance and travel expenses provided for
state officers and employees generaly.

Sec. 12. NRS 386.511 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.511 1. The State Public Charter School Authority shall
appoint fa} an Executive Director of the State Public Charter School
Authority for a term of 3 years. The State Public Charter School
Authority shall ensure that the Executive Director has a
demonstrated understanding of charter schools and a commitment to
using charter schools as a way to strengthen public education in this
State.

2. A vacancy in the position of Executive Director must be
filled by the State Public Charter School Authority for the remainder
of the unexpired term.

3. The Executive Director is not in the classified or
unclassified service of the State.

Sec. 13. NRS 386.5115 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.5115 [Fhel With the approval of the State Public Charter
School Authority, the Executive Director fshal-ret] may pursue
any other business or occupation or hold any other office ,
including, without limitation, serving as a member on a
committee, board or task force of an organization relating to
charter schools, serving as a reviewer of applications to form a
charter school for organizations other than the State Public
Charter School Authority and holding an office of profit , and may
accept reimbursement for travel costs relating to such activities.
The Executive Director shall not pursue any other business or
occupation or hold any other office without the approval of the
State Public Charter School Authority.

Sec. 14. NRS386.512 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.512 The Executive Director shall:

1. Execute, direct and supervise al administrative, technical
and procedural activities of the State Public Charter School
Authority in accordance with the policies prescribed by the State
Public Charter School Authority;
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2. Organize the State Public Charter School Authority in a
manner which will ensure the efficient operation and service of the
State Public Charter School Authority;

3. Serve as the Executive Secretary of the State Public Charter
School Authority;

4. Ensure that the autonomy provided to charter schoolsin this
State pursuant to state law and regulations is preserved; and

5. Perform such other duties as are prescribed by law or the
State Public Charter School Authority.

Sec. 15. NRS 386.5125 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.5125 1. The State Public Charter School Authority may
employ such persons as it deems necessary to carry out the
provisions of NRS 386.490 to 386.649, inclusive [} , and sections 2
to 8, inclusive, of this act. The staff employed by the State Public
Charter School Authority must be qualified to carry out the daily
responsibilities of sponsoring charter schools , including, without
limitation, oversight of written charters and charter contracts, in
accordance with the provisions of NRS 386.490 to 386.649,
inclusive [} , and sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of this act.

2. Thestaff must include:

(a) Attorneyswith significant experience with laws concerning
education, special education and nonprofit organizations;

(b) Persons with experience overseeing the annual audits and
financial operations of large school districts, nonprofit
organizations or large corporations;

(c) Persons with experience conducting assessments and
evaluations while employed by a large school district;

(d) Administrators with significant experience overseeing
special education programs and programs while employed by a
large school district, charter management organization,
educational management organization or other operator of
charter schools;

(e) Policy analysts with significant experience in the areas of
charter schools and education policy; and

(f) Any other persons that the State Public Charter School
Authority determines are necessary.

3. Employees of the State Public Charter School Authority
are not in the classified or unclassified service of the State and
serve at the pleasure of the State Public Charter School Authority.

4. The State Public Charter School Authority shall
periodically evaluate and make decisions concerning the number
of persons employed by the State Public Charter School Authority
and the qualifications and compensation of such persons based on
guidance from the National Association of Charter School
Authorizers, or its successor organization, an assessment of the
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strategic plan for recruiting operators of charter schools prepared
pursuant to NRS 386.515 and the needs of the charter schools
sponsored by the State Public Charter School Authority.

Sec. 16. NRS 386.5125 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.5125 1. The State Public Charter School Authority may
employ such persons as it deems necessary to carry out the
provisions of NRS 386.490 to 386.649, inclusive, and sections 2 to
8, inclusive, of this act. The staff employed by the State Public
Charter School Authority must be qualified to carry out the daily
responsibilities of sponsoring charter schools, including, without
limitation, oversight of pwritten-chartersand} charter contracts, in
accordance with the provisions of NRS 386.490 to 386.649,
inclusive, and sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of this act.

2. The staff must include:

() Attorneys with significant experience with laws concerning
education law, special education and nonprofit organizations,

(b) Persons with experience overseeing the annual audits and
financia operations of large school districts, nonprofit organizations
or large corporations,

(c) Persons with experience conducting assessments and
evaluations while employed by alarge school district;

(d) Administrators with significant experience overseeing
special education programs and programs while employed by alarge
school district, charter management organization, educational
management organization or other operator of charter schools;

(e) Policy analysts with significant experience in the areas of
charter schools and education policy; and

(f) Any other persons that the State Public Charter School
Authority determines are necessary.

3. Employees of the State Public Charter School Authority are
not in the classified or unclassified service of the State and serve at
the pleasure of the State Public Charter School Authority.

4. The State Public Charter School Authority shall periodically
evaluate and make decisions concerning the number of persons
employed by the State Public Charter School Authority and the
qualifications and compensation of such persons based on guidance
from the National Association of Charter School Authorizers, or its
successor organization, an assessment of the strategic plan for
recruiting operators of charter schools prepared pursuant to NRS
386.515 and the needs of the charter schools sponsored by the State
Public Charter School Authority.

Sec. 17. NRS 386.513 is hereby amended to read as follows:

386.513 1. The State Public Charter School Authority is
hereby deemed a local educational agency for the purpose of
directing the proportionate share of any money available from
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federal and state categorical grant programs to charter schools which
are sponsored by the State Public Charter School Authority or a
college or university within the Nevada System of Higher Education
that are eligible to receive such money. A college or university
within the Nevada System of Higher Education that sponsors a
charter school shall enter into an agreement with the State Public
Charter School Authority for the provision of any necessary
functions of a local educational authority. A charter school that
receives money pursuant to such a grant program shall comply with
any applicable reporting requirements to receive the grant.

2. If the charter schoal is eligible to receive specia education
program units, the Department